Clarinet

Clarinet and supplies may be purchased at local music stores.
Clarinet Brands and Models:

Preferred: Buffett E-11 or Buffet R-13
Also ok: Yamaha YCL-450 or YCL-440AD

Essential Elements Book 1 Bb Clarinet
Wire Music Stand for home
practice
Silk Swab for Clarinet

Five Minute Theory: Clarinet Book

Neck strap: BG adjustable (not
elastic)
Vandoren M13 Lyre
Mouthpiece

Korg TM60 Metronome/Tuner Combo with
clip on microphone

BG L4R Revelation Ligature
Mouthpiece patches
Reed Guard for 4 reeds

Tuning Slide & Cork Grease (red gel or
D’object grease)

Thumb-Eez Thumb Rest Cushion

Bb Clarinet Reeds
Vandoren V-12 (Silver Box) Strength: #3

Instrument Rental Information
Read This Before You Rent or Purchase an Instrument!
The following information is important to ensure that your child has the best experience in the Sloan Creek
Band. Please read this carefully and contact the directors if you have any questions or concerns.
Approved Equipment List- Not all instruments and equipment are manufactured to the same standards.
The items listed on your materials list as approved selections have been chosen and cleared by the LISD
band staff based on years of experience evaluating tonal quality, intonation, durability, consistency, and
cost. Purchasing an instrument not listed for Sloan Creek Intermediate School students could
severely hamper your child’s development and progress!
We do not recommend purchasing an instrument from the Internet or discount department store
or warehouse!! If it is not a make/model on our recommended list, it is not ok! Off-brand
instruments are not up to the quality that your child needs to be successful. A poor instrument is very
hard to play. It will not be worth the money you save.
Instrument Delivery- If your child will start private lessons over the summer (which is strongly
encouraged) you can arrange to pick up the instrument and supplies from the music company. If you will
not start lessons over the summer, local music stores can arrange to deliver your child’s instrument
directly to the school at no charge to you. Without private lessons, students should not try to play their
instrument as they may damage the instrument due to lack of knowledge in proper care and assembly.
Additionally, students will not develop bad habits due to improper playing in the absence of qualified
instruction. If you do not arrange to have your instrument delivered to the school, you should not allow
your child to handle the instrument prior to school. Do not store an instrument in the garage, car, or
attic! The summer heat will ruin the instrument in a very short amount of time.
The Director and You- The band directors are here to help you in any way possible when it comes to
getting an instrument. Our interests are in making sure your child has the best opportunity to succeed in
band. We do not profit from the sale of any instrument, and therefore remain unbiased in every respect
except instrument quality. Do not immediately purchase anything from anyone who attempts to sell an
item that has not been listed on your materials list. You may always contact a director if you are unsure
about a product or price, and it is very important that you trust the directors’ professional
recommendations.
We are so excited about our wonderful musical prospects for next year’s beginning band.

Clarinet Private Lesson Information
What are private lessons and why should my child take them?
Private lessons are a vital element in a student’s musical life. The opportunity to study privately with a
professional musician is one of the most important factors to an individual student’s success. These
professionals provide detailed, specific, one-on-one instruction, tailored for your child. Private lessons
challenge the advanced students and accelerate students who need extra attention. Of the students
who make the Texas All State Band, roughly 97% take private lessons! Making this ensemble will
almost guarantee a scholarship to a major university. Lessons are required for the following
instruments: oboe, bassoon, saxophone, and percussion, but they are STRONGLY encouraged for
ALL instruments!
Who will be teaching private lessons to my child?
All of our private lesson staff members have degrees in music, and are hired through a rigorous
background screening process that ensures that only the best teachers will get to work with your student.

When and where do the private lessons happen?
Most private lessons are taught at Sloan Creek Intermediate, either before, during, or after school,
depending on the teacher’s schedule. Schedule early for the best times!
How much do private lessons cost?
The district rate for private lessons is $20 per lesson. This is not paid to the band staff, but directly to your
private teacher. You will set up a payment schedule with them directly when you contact them for lessons.

How do I sign up for private lessons?
We ask that you contact your private teacher directly. They will set up the regular day of the lesson with
you and work out a regular payment schedule once you begin taking lessons. If you have trouble
contacting your private teacher, email a band director and we will get you in touch with them.

What about private lessons over the summer so my child can get a head start?
YES! Summer private lessons make a huge difference! Our teachers usually have lots of open time slots
for summer lessons and are more than willing to start students. Those who take summer lessons will be
the “All-stars” for their classes next fall!

When should I sign up for lessons?
As Soon as possible! Our lesson teachers build their schedules on a first come first served basis and often
their schedules fill up, so contact them ASAP to reserve your place!

Clarinet Private Lesson Teachers
James Chen
Meredith Brill
Laurentiu Tanase
Pamelia Urban

(469) 500-4381
(972) 838-5939
(214) 601-3952
(469) 766-0080

clarinettogo@gmail.com
brilliantmusicstudio@gmail.com
tanaselaurentiu@hotmail.com
pameliaurban@gmail.com

Frequently Asked Questions
Can my child begin playing their instrument over the summer?
Do not allow your child to attempt to assemble or play any part of his or her instrument before
being properly instructed by a private lesson teacher or in class by his or her band director.
Experimentation may result in accidents, damage, and poor playing habits. Private lessons and
classroom instruction will include step-by-step directions for assembly, care, performance, and
maintenance for each instrument. The music stores will deliver the instrument directly to the child’s school
at no charge. This eliminates the possibility of an accident, takes the burden of saying “no” off the
parents, and saves many parents a trip to the store or repair shop. UNLESS!! You sign up for summer
private lessons with one of our teachers listed on the lessons page. If your child is in lessons, then they
will be able to play over the summer to get a head start.

What will the band classes be like next year?
Our band classes are set up in groups by instruments – all flutes meet together, all percussion meets
together, all trombones meet together, etc.

Will my child need their instrument and supplies on the first day of school?
We know your child will have a lot of supplies to bring the first day of school, so if you are unable to help
them bring their instrument the first day, please have them bring their instruments and supplies to school
by the second day so we can label and organize their equipment and start band!

Will we have time to participate in band, athletics, and other extra-curricular activities?
The SCIS Band has many active students. Our students participate in competitive cheer, sports, student
council, UIL academic teams, chess club, and more! We will always make band work with your schedule!

When should I rent or buy my band instrument?
It is important that you make arrangements as soon as possible for your child’s instrument as there are
MANY schools in the area with MANY band students—you want to make sure you secure a proper
instrument at a good price! April is a good time to secure your child’s instrument and/or supplies one of
our recommended local music stores.

Can other people play on my child’s band instrument?
The directors understand and appreciate the investment you have made in getting an instrument for your
child to play. It is important to let siblings know that this valuable instrument is not a toy. Please protect
your investment and don’t ever allow anyone but your child to play his or her band instrument.

What if my child has braces or may get them in the future?
Not a problem. The truth is that most kids will have braces at some point in their lifetime, and in most
cases the child will go through a brief adjustment period with little long-term effect on their playing.

Please feel free to contact us anytime with questions
about the Sloan Creek 6th Grade band program.

Marty Ball

martha_ball@lovejoyisd.net

Bryce Whitling

bryce_whitling@lovejoyisd.net

Nathan Lewis

nathan_lewis@lovejoyisd.net

